
R-6a: On Political Civility   
Whereas, this 216th Annual Council notes with regret and concern the decline of personal civility among 
participants in the political process; be it therefore  
 
Resolved, that this 216th Annual Council prays for civility in the electoral process and honor towards our 
elected political leaders and honor and respect for those willing to serve in public office; and be it further  
 
Resolved, that this 216th Annual Council invites the 217th Annual Council to hold a workshop to sharpen our 
discernment about negative political advertising and ways to address it. 
 
As amended by the Committee on Resolutions 
 
Background: 
During the 2010 federal election campaigns, negative advertising reached a new low in demonizing opponents 
and degrading the elections process.  The Wesleyan University Media Project—a provider of real-time 
tracking and analysis of all political television advertising--reported that half of all political ads were attack 
ads, a marked increase in negativity as the election season heated up.  The House and Senate advertising was 
the most negative in the past decade, according to the Media Project.  Both political parties increased their rate 
of attacks over previous levels.  
 
Negative advertising tended to push to the background debate on the merits of public policy proposals to 
address the serious economic issues such as unemployment and war, currently facing the country.  Voters were 
not encouraged to vote as their civic duty but out of fear of the political opposition. 
 
We cannot prevent negative allegations from arising lawfully in the political arena—it is a powerful political 
tool—but the Church can advocate that candidates be responsible for how well their campaigns, in the words 
of our baptismal covenant, “strive to respect the dignity of every human being.”   

Formatted: Left:  1", Right:  1"

Deleted: Response to Negative 
Political Advertising

Deleted: Resolved, that  

Deleted: candidates 

Deleted: national 

Deleted: and urges that voters withhold 
support from any candidates whose 
campaign advertising intentionally 
misleads, needlessly impugns the 
integrity or motives of opponents, or 
appeals to religious, racial or other 
bigotry: and 

Deleted: further

Deleted: civil moderation

Deleted: future choices of 

Deleted: ,

Deleted: Submitted by the Very Rev. 
Penny Bridges; the Rev. Ben Campbell; 
the Very Rev. Catherine Campbell; Mr. 
Jack Schick, Lay Delegate, St. Peter’s, 
Arlington; Mr. Dick Shirey, Lay 
Delegate, St. James the Less, Ashland
Endorsed by Region III Council


