
R-4a: End Bullying - Living Into Our Baptismal Covenant 
Whereas, this 216th Annual Council affirms our baptismal covenant to proclaim by word and example the 
Good News of God in Christ; that we are to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as 
ourselves; and that we shall strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being; therefore be it  
 
Resolved, that this 216th Annual Council joins with those proclaiming the extravagant love of Christ to all 
persons who call for an immediate end to the epidemic of bullying, particularly of those perceived as being 
“different”; by virtue of economic, ethnic, racial or physical characteristics, religious status, sexual orientation 
or gender identity; whose precious lives are being squandered by failing to affirm the dignity and worth of all 
persons as children of God or offering support to the victims of bullying (both verbal and physical); and be it 
further 
 
Resolved, that this 216th Annual Council requests the Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood Johnston and the Standing 
Committee to direct the appropriate committee(s) or task group to collect, assemble and offer resources to 
support local parishes and individuals affected by the ongoing scourge of bullying. 
 
Submitted by Calvary, Front Royal 
Endorsed by Region XIV 
 
Background: 
In September 2010 alone, at least six gay youth – all of whom endured a relentless stream of taunts by their 
classmates – ended their own lives. Those bullied to death include: Justin Aaberg, openly gay and just 15, who 
committed suicide after being bullied in school; Billy Lucas, also 15, wasn’t out, but was mercilessly bullied in 
school, who hanged himself; Asher Brown, 13, told his parents he was gay the morning he shot himself in the 
head, was also bullied; and Seth Walsh, also just 13, hanged himself after suffering years of bullying. Another 
recent death was a Johnson and Wales student, Raymond Chase, 19. A sophomore reported as openly gay, 
Chase apparently hanged himself in his dorm room. According to press reports, the circumstances surrounding 
his death are not yet fully known. The most well known suicide is Tyler Clementi, an 18-year-old college 
student at Rutgers University, who jumped to his death from the George Washington Bridge after being 
ridiculed on the Internet for his sexuality.  
 
Sexual orientation aside, all youth are at risk: According to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, 
suicide is the third leading cause of death for young people between the ages of 15 and 24. That means that 
more than 5,000 U.S. teens and young adults take their own lives every year. Among university students, the 
statistics are even more sobering: the Center for Disease Control identifies suicide as the second leading cause 
of death on college campuses.  
 
Resources: 
Online: 

• www.bullyinginfo.org 
• www.bullypolice.org 
• www.findyouthinfo.gov (www.findyouthinfo.gov/youthtopics.shtml) 
• www.glsen.org 
• www.itgetsbetterproject.com 
• www.religiousinstitute.org 
• www.soulforce.org 
• www.splcenter.org 
• www.teachingtolerance.org 
• www.thetrevorproject.org 
• www.diovayouth.wordpress.com 

Videos: 
• Beyond Our Differences (available from PBS Home Video, www.shopPBS.org) 
• Bullied: A Student, a School and a Case That Made History (available from Southern Poverty Law 

Center, www.teachingtolerance.org) 
• The Chosen (available from Netflix and Amazon, www.amazon.com) 
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• Journey to a Hate-Free Millennium: Stories of Compassion and Hope (available from New Light 
Media, www.newlightmedia.org) 

• The Ugly Duckling (available from Netflix and Amazon, www.amazon.com) 
• South Pacific (available from Netflix and Amazon, www.amazon.com) 
• Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? (available from Netflix and Amazon, www.Amazon.com)  

Manuals: 
• “Seeing the Face of God in Each Other” (Training Manual used by the Committee on Race Relations) 

Plays: 
• The Laramie Project 

 
This is just a partial list of resources.  Some resources deal with prejudice and others deal with bullying.   
 


