
R-3a: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
Resolved, that the 216th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia heartily recommend that individuals, 
parishes and local-community ministry groups discover and implement ways of participating in the “Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity” which occurs annually between the feasts of The Confession of St. Peter and The 
Conversion of St. Paul.   
 
As amended by the Committee on Resolutions 
 
Rationale: 
The Church Unity Octave, forerunner of the “Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,” was first observed at the 
Graymoor Ecumenical and Interreligious Institute in January, 1908. Today, the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity invites the whole Christian community throughout the world to pray in communion with the prayer of 
Jesus “that they all may be one” (John 17:21). Since 1908, great strides have been made between and among 
the various churches that comprise the body of Christ. Yet, the work of reclaiming the unity of Christ’s 
followers that is reflected in Acts 2:42-47 is far from accomplished. 
 
In a day and age when our claim is that we are far more global in so many things, in many other ways the 
fences of our lives have grown more tightly confined and constrained. While many denominations are entering 
into various models of sharing resources and seeking to be in “full communion” one with another, it is very 
possible to sit about conference tables speaking of “unity,” while at the same time keeping one another at 
arm’s length, parochially speaking, thereby maintaining one’s own tightly confined and narrow views of the 
Christian faith and life. Yet, we learn more about ourselves when we engage with others. Built on the idea that 
it is only in relationship, that is, beyond a “meeting of the minds,” that unity is to be found, the “Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity” provides a living, breathing arena where relations between and among the various 
and very different faith communities may catch a glimpse of Christ’s prayer, “… that they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me” (John 17:21). 
 
Resources: 

• World Council of Churches 
• Graymoor Ecumenical and Interreligious Institute 
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