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R-1a: Caring for Creation
Resolved, that the 216th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia asks each parish of our diocese to
designate an individual to serve as their stewardship partner to consult with the Stewardship of Creation
Committee on environmental issues including energy and water conservation, and forward the name of the
stewardship partner to the chair of the Stewardship of Creation Committee.; and, to guide their parish to work
with other denominations, churches and faith traditions in their communities in jointly caring for God’s
creation
Submitted by the Stewardship of Creation Committee and the diocesan Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission
Rationale:
In accepting that “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world and all that dwell therein” (Ps.
24:1), and God so loved the world that he gave his only son to redeem the world, we recognize the God of
redemption is the God of creation. Loving God and our neighbor encompasses all of creation for God gives
breath to every living creature as we read in Psalm104:30, “When you send forth your spirit they are created
and you renew the face of the ground.” Our ongoing abuse and destruction of the earth and all forms of life
bears the marks of deep separation from our Creator. With the reality of climate change we now face major
environmental issues including a global water shortage and drastic loss of biodiversity. The poor of the world
are experiencing the greatest impact from environmental destruction. One of the Millennium Development
Goals is to “Ensure environmental sustainability.” These goals have been adopted by the General Convention
of the Episcopal Church and endorsed by your ecumenical partners and other faith traditions. The World
Council of Churches at its Vancouver Assembly in 1983 made Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation
(JPIC) a priority for the WCC programs and world convocation on JPIC took place in Seoul, Korea in 1990.
Justice, peace and the integrity of creation are so linked that we cannot have one without the others. Caring for
creation and the poor are values shared by our ecumenical partners and other faith traditions. Working together
with our ecumenical partners and other faith traditions on our common concerns is a far more effective
response than working separately.
Resources:
• A New Climate for Theology by Sallie McFague
• Ecology at the Heart of Faith by Denis Edwards
• Claiming the Earth as Common Ground by Andrea Cohen-Kiener
• Super, Natural Christians by Sallie McFague
• Now is the Time (final document, world convocation, Seoul, Korea,1990)

