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On November 6, at the 100th 
anniversary of the one-room 
schoolhouse on the Pamunkey 
Reservation adjacent to King 
William County, friends and tribe-
members joined together for a time 
of remembering, honoring and 
celebrating. The school opened in 
1909 and operated as the primary 
school for children on the reservation 
until 1948, when it closed due to 
dwindling attendance. The school 
turned into a trading post at that 
time, and students merged with the 
nearby Mattaponi School. 
 Recently, the 
Pamunkey Tribe decided 
to renovate the existing 
historic school building, 
and Diocese of Virginia 
churches decided they 
wanted to help. “This 
ministry is important 
because it offers us 
the opportunity to get 
to know our Native 
American brothers 
and sisters as people, 
not stereotypes,” said 
Jean Mary Taylor, co-
coordinator for Native American 
ministries in the Diocese and 
a parishioner at Calvary, Front 
Royal. “When you take the 
time to pay attention to people, 
preconceived ideas begin to break 
down, and you see everyone as 
children of God and therefore part 
of the family.”
 Churches that have contributed 
to the renovation project include St. 
John’s, West Point; St. Peter’s, New 
Kent; Christ Church, Alexandria; 
Calvary, Front Royal; Christ Church, 
Richmond; and Grace, The Plains.
 Speakers from the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources, 
the Archaeology Department at the 
College of William & Mary and the 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
spoke to the historic significance of 
the building. Nellie Adkins, the other 
diocesan co-coordinator for Native 
American ministry, acknowledged 
the contributions of the Rt. Rev. Peter 
James Lee and the Rt. Rev. Shannon 
S. Johnston for supporting the project 
and for recognizing the “benefit of 
affirming the Indian people.” 
 The following day, members 
of diocesan churches gathered at 
Trinity, Fredericksburg to share 

and explore their shared Native 
American ministries, and also 
to hear from Ashley Atkins, a 
Ph.D. candidate from William 
& Mary who is a member of the 
Pamunkey Tribe. Representatives 
from Christ Church, Richmond; 
St. George’s, Fredericksburg; 
Trinity, Fredericksburg; Christ 
Church, Lucketts; St. Luke’s, 
Alexandria; Grace, Alexandria; 
St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach; Grace 
Church, the Plains; Fredericksburg 
United Methodist; St. Timothy’s, 
Herndon; and Calvary, Front Royal 
participated in the event. t

one Hundred years, one room
By Emily Cherry

(above) Nellie Adkins, diocesan co-coordinator 
for Native American Ministry, addresses the 
group gathered to celebrate the renovation and 
100th anniversary of the one-room schoolhouse 
on the Pamunkey Reservation.

(left) Former students and guests explore 
the newly renovated schoolhouse, which 
was converted to a trading post in 1948 
due to low attendance. Today, the building 
contains desks, school supplies and artifacts 
from the reservation.
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Over 50 adults and youth 
from St. Stephen’s, 
Catlett and Kingston 
Parish, Mathews 
headed just south 
of the Diocese of 
Virginia this summer 
to partner with St. 
Paul’s, Bear Mountain 
for a mission week in 

bear mountain mission Week

Amherst County. 
The Monacan 
tribe, whose 
tribal grounds 
adjoin St. Paul’s 
Episcopal 

Church in 
the Diocese of 

Southwestern 
Virginia, hosted the 

group for the five-day trip. The 
team spent time on roof repair, 
painting, power washing and 
gardening. Afternoon activities 
allowed participants to learn about 
native crafts and to make coil pots 
and bead-decorated talking sticks, 
while evenings were spent learning 
about the history and traditions of 
the Monacan people. t


