
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FRONTIER NEWS 

 
 

The St. Paul’s Church, Mardan was 
burnt on 21 September 2012 by the 
extremist during a protest rally 
against the blasphemous film about 
Islam, produced in America. This 
incident created a high scense of 
insecurity among the Christians 
community of Mardan.  
 

The Government has promised their 
cooperation for the re-construction of 
the church, but, it hasn’t started yet; 
However, the Diocese has started the 
Worship services, and for this purpose 
a tent is placed inside the Church 
compound, which reminds the 
Tabernacle in the Old Testament 
(Exodus 40:17). 
 

24 December 2012: On the Christmas 
eve, the Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters, 
Bishop of Peshawar especially visited 
the St. Paul’s Church, Mardan and led 
the Christmas Service, which was a 

Christmas Worship in the burnt Church 

  

 

source of encouragement and 
inspiration for the congregation of 
Mardan.  
 

 

Church Service in the Tent 
 

The Worship started with prayers and 
hymns followed by the celebration of 
Holy Communion.  
 

The Bishop delivered the Christmas 
message and quoted the reference 
(Luke 1:67-79). He focused on the 
verse, “Praise be to the Lord, the God 
of Israel, because He has come and 
has redeemed His people. He has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in 
the house of His servant David” (Luke 
1:68-69). 
 

The Bishop said that “the 
congregation of Mardan went through 
a very tough time, but our Almighty 
God always helps and protects us”. 
 

(Continued on Page 6, Col.2) 

 

“Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; 

the old has gone, the new 

has come! All this is from 

God, who reconciled us to 

Himself through Christ and 

gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation” 

 (2- Corinthians 5:17) 
 

 

The St. Paul’s 
Sarhadi 
Church, 
Mardan was 
burnt by the 
extremists in 
2012. 
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January 2013 

Diocese of Peshawar – Church of Pakistan 

Happy New Year 2013!  
 

May the New Year bring 
lots of happiness and joy 

in your lives. 
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faculty members of Edwardes College, 
Peshawar. The Women Wing was 
represented by Dr. Sarah Safdar, Ms. 
Reena Patric (Diocesan Women 
Coordinator), Ms. S.P. Asghar and Ms. 
Zubaida Firdous. 
 

The Principal of Edwardes College, 
Revd. Canon Dr. Titus Presler, in his 
opening remarks said, “Faith Friends 
represent a symbol of love and 
friendship, and Edwardes College is an 
excellent example of interfaith 
community, as students from all the 
major faiths participate whole 
heartedly in the college life”. 
“Edwardes college could work as a 
catalyst of interfaith engagement”, he 
added. 
 

The Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters, in 
his speech, welcomed all the guests 
and the two visitors from the Diocese 
of Virginia, USA. 

 (Continued on Page 6, Col.2) 

Interfaith - Christmas Party  
 

 

Interfaith – Christmas Party 

Faith Friends is an inter-religious 
group including members from 
Christian, Muslim, Sikh and Hindu 
community, who gather together for 
the improvement of inter-faith 
relations. The Diocese of Peshawar 
played a vital role in the formation of 
the Faith Friends.  
 

19 January 2013: The Faith Friends 
gathered at the Edwardes College, 
Peshawar, this was the first time, 
Edwardes College was hosting the 
event. 
 

The Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters, 
Bishop of Peshawar was the chief 
guest of the occasion. Some of the 
prestigious guests included Qari Rooh 
ullah Madni (Chairman PCWR), Dr. 
Qibla Ayaz (Vice Chancellor, 
Peshawar University), Mr. Charan 
Jeet Singh, Rev. Joseph John, Dr. 
Allama Kararvi and Muazzam Julion 
(Coordinator), some of the selected 

29 December 2012: The Governor’s House Staff of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province (KPK) with the 
collaboration of Peshawar Diocese organized a 
‘Christmas Party’ at the Bishop’s House Lawns, 
Peshawar. A good number of people from the Christian, 
and other minority communities from the whole of KPK 
province attended the Party, and were served by the 
Governor’s House staff.  
 

A special delegation of minority communities also came 
from the tribal area under the leadership of Revd. 
(Deacon) Riaz Masih. 
 

In this Get-together, people from various faith 
communities jointly celebrated the Christmas and 
shared the joys and happiness of the occasion.  
 

At this occasion, the Governor sent special gifts for the 
children, and a fellowship lunch was served as well. 
People appreciated the Diocese and the Government’s 
efforts for organizing the Christmas Party, which in-fact 
is a symbol of unity and solidarity with the minorities of 
the province, by the Federal Govt.   
 

The Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters in his speech said, 
“It’s high time for fellowship and developing interfaith 
harmony among various faith communities”. “The real 
message of Christmas is ‘Peace on Earth’, as the Prince 
of Peace came to this world to reconcile the Man with 
God and Man with Man”, he added. 
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Bishop Humphrey jointly cutting Christmas Cake with 

the Chief Justice, Peshawar High Court, at the High 

Court, Peshawar  
 

 
 

Minister for Minority Affairs visited the Diocese   

 

Governor throws a Christmas Party 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Bishop Humphrey at Annual Day, PMCH  
         
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pennell Memorial Christian Hospital, Bannu  
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services. “I am encouraged by the 
missionary zeal and successes of the 
hospital, which is a living witness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in this part of 
the world”, he said.  
 

The programme ended with 
certificates distribution among the 
best workers, followed by a Dinner 
and informal chit-chat. 
========================= 

 

Christmas activities 
at Pennell Hospital, Bannu 
 

The Pennell Memorial Christian 
Hospital (PMCH), Bannu organized 
various activities during the 
Christmas season, the hospital's staff 
and the Christian community of 
Bannu, both participated in these 
activities and enjoyed the fun.  
 

 

 

18 December 2012: Under the title 
of the 'Sports Day', different games 
and various sports activities were 
organized for the staff of PMCH. The 
staff participated with enthusiasm 
and made the occasion a success.  
 

Children presenting skits  

‘Sincerity and Unity’ 
Annual Day Function 

5 January 2013: The Pennell 
Memorial Hospital, Bannu organized 
its ‘Annual Day’ function at the 
hospital’s premises.   The Bishop of 
Peshawar, along with a few Clergy 
and some Diocesan Officers went to 
Bannu to participate in the event. 
 

The hospital’s staff presented 
Christian songs, games and skits to 
make the programme more 
colourful. Dr. Nadeem Hidayat, the 
Medical Superintendent (M.S), 
Pennell Hospital, Bannu presented a 
brief report of the hospital through a 
power-point presentation. The 
report indicated that a lot of new 
developments were made and that 
the hospital has shown record 
business during the last 8 years. The 
report was appreciated by all the 
guests. 
 

Prof. Naveed Attah ullah, the 
Diocesan Health Secretary, in his 
speech appreciated services and 
commitment of the staff towards 
the hospital. He also congratulated 
the M.S and his staff on their 
efficiency and success during the last 
year. 
 

The Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters 
shared a message from the Holy 
Bible about ‘Sincerity and Unity’. The 
Bishop motivated the staff to keep 
up the Christian spirit during their 

 

14 January 2013: A 'Fun Fair' was organized at the premises of PMCH. 
The staff members installed various food and fun for people of all 
ages. A large number of Christian community members participated in 
the 'Fun Fair', and everybody had a wonderful time. 
 
The administration and staff of PMCH keeps-on trying to organize 
‘Social Gatherings’, and this is one way, rather the only way to divert 
the attention of the masses from the on-going war against terrorism, 
besides, it also gives them a break from daily routine life.  

23 December 2012: The staff of PMCH and 
the students of the midwifery school 
played a 'Christmas Drama', a long-play, 
the staff played different roles in the 
drama.  
 

 
 

A good number of Christian community 
members watched and enjoyed the Play, 
even the non-Christian staff of the PMCH 
also watched the drama with interest. 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 
 

          

            
 

The guest at the Reception Party   
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17-21 January 2013: Revd. Bill and Mr. Buck from the 
Diocese of Virginia, USA visited Peshawar Diocese.  
 

During their visit, they visited various projects and 
programmes run by the Diocese and appreciated the 
Diocesan efforts for the community development. They 
visited various health and educational institutions and 
praised the hard work and commitment of the staff.  
 

They also met the coordinators of different ministries 
run by the Diocese and showed deep interest in 
developing them further. 
 

 
 

The guests specially went to Mardan, along with the 
Bishop, to see the St. Paul’s Church, which was burnt by 
the Muslim extremists.  
 

 
 

The community leaders of Mardan gave briefing about the 
attack and the destruction of the Church, and the Mission 
School. The visitors showed their solidarity with the 
community and felt sorry over the burnt church and prayed 
for its re-construction. 
 

A special reception party was organized by the Diocese in the 
honour of the guests, at the Bishop’s House Lawns.  
 

The guests were warmly welcomed by the Bishop, and the 
Diocesan Officers garlanded the visitors and presented them 
with Souvenirs and Traditional Peshawari Dresses.      
 

The Bishop in his welcome speech said that, “We are 
encouraged with your boldness to visit the Peshawar 
Diocese, despite the tensed situation of this region”. The 
Bishop also gave a briefing on the Diocesan programmes and 
projects for the community development. 

  

 

Guests from Virginia Diocese  
 

 

 

 

The guests from Virginia Diocese thanked the Diocese 
for its warm welcome, they also appreciated the 
Diocesan efforts for the uplift of the Christian 
community.  
 

        



 

 
Bishop Humphrey praying for consolation with the 

family of Qazi Hussain Ahmad (late), a political leader 
of Jamait-e-Islami 

 

 
 

Bishop Humphrey seated with the prominent political 
leaders, for the consolation of Qazi Hussain Ahmad     

 

 

 
Children enjoying the Camel-ride at Christmas Fair    

 

 

 

 

 

        

  
 

 

 

 

         
 

 

          

            
 

 

        

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindly pray for the worship services during the 
Lent Season. May God bless His people 
abundantly. 
 
Kindly pray for Peshawar Diocese and its efforts 
for the uplift of Christian community of KPK. 
 
Please pray for the KPK Province, Pakistan and 
for the whole region for Peace and 
Development. 
 
Kindly pray for internally displaced persons in 
the KPK and the Tribal Areas (FATA Region) in 
Pakistan. 
 
Kindly pray for the reconstruction of the burnt 
Church of Mardan. May God provide the 
resources, Amen! 

 
 

25 December 2012: A huge Christmas Service was held 
at the St. John’s Cathedral, Peshawar, and a large 
number of people were blessed during the worship by 
the Word of God. Bishop Humphrey Peters, in his 
Christmas message said that the Birth of the Prince of 
Peace is a blessing for us and for this we need to 
rejoice, as He reconciled the man to God and we can 
find peace in Him. 
 

31 December 2012: Bishop Humphrey Peters led the 
Watch-night Service at the All Saints’ Church, 
Peshawar. In his message, the Bishop quoted reference 
(John 2:13-22), where Jesus cleansed the Temple. He 
said, “As we are entering into a new year, we should 
also clean ourselves from all the impurities and 
weaknesses and enter into the new year with pure 
heart and with new commitments with God”. 
After the Service, the Bishop joined-in the cake-cutting 
ceremony with the congregation and exchanged New 
Year’s greetings with the people.   
 

Similarly on 1 January 2013: The main New Year’s 
Service was held at St. John’s Cathedral, led by the 
Bishop of Peshawar. The Bishop in his message said 
God has blessed us with a New Year and we should 
fulfill our commitments with the Lord, with honesty.  

Christmas Worships and celebrations 

 

Prayer Requests 
  

 

26 December 2012: The Parish Committee of the St. 
John’s Cathedral organized a ‘Christmas Fair (Mela)’, 
which enhanced the Christmas celebrations. A good 
number of Christian community members attended 
the Mela and enjoyed their social outing. 
 

The opening ceremony of the Fair was led by Bishop 
Humphrey Peters. People of all ages enjoyed fast food 
and drinks at various stalls at the fair. Whereas, the 
children enjoyed various games, swings and toys stalls. 
The people were thankful to the Diocese and the 
Cathedral Parish for providing them an opportunity to 
enjoy, amid tensed situation of Peshawar, due to 
terrorism and bomb-blasts. 
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Bishop Humphrey shared a brief 
history of how the Faith Friends came 
into being in the year 2002.  
 

During his talk, the Bishop further said 
that due to Faith Friends of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, the World Council of 
Religions at the national level in 
Pakistan was initiated. He also added 
that propagation of peaceful co-
existence must be promoted. 
 

 
 

Qari Rooh ullah and Dr. Qibla Ayaz 
shared various achievements of the 
Faith Friends with the audiences. 
Among them the recent development 
is opening of 100 seats for minorities 
in various departments of the 
University of Peshawar, and also 
opening of Interfaith Department at 
the Hazara University.  
 

Qari Rooh ullah, in his speech stated 
that “religion is the oldest reality as 
people are not even aware of their 
own religions”.  
 
 

 

 

Youth Leaders Seminar 
 

13 January 2013: The Diocesan 
Youth Desk organized a ‘Youth 
Leaders Seminar’ at the 
Diocesan Centre, Peshawar. 
About 25 young leaders 
attended the Seminar and 
gained knowledge and 
experience. The purpose of this 
Seminar was to impart the vision 
of Christian Ministry among the 
young leaders and to prepare 
them for the Service of Lord and 
His people.  

 

Ms. Sarah Asghar, the Vice 
President, Diocesan Youth 
Council shared a devotional 
thought about ‘Christian 
Ministry’. She quoted the verse, 
“Whatever you do, work at it 
with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men,” 
(Colossians 3:23). 
 

Mr. Insar Gohar, the Diocesan 
Youth Officer, in his session 
motivated the young leaders to 
come forward ‘to reach the 
unreached youth’. New ideas for 
ministering among the young 
people were also discussed and 
action-plans were set-up for the 
youth ministry. 
 

In the prayer session, the young 
leaders committed themselves 
for the Lord’s Ministry, as they 
were motivated to identify their 
‘Call and Vision’ for the Christian 
Ministry. 
 

Earlier, in the Meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the 
Diocesan Youth Council, the 
executive members Planed-out 
the youth programmes and 
activities for the year 2013. 
=========================== 

E-Mail: 

commdeskdop@gmail.com  

 

The two visitors from Virginia, USA, 
Revd. Bill Sacks and Mr. Buck shared 
their interfaith experiences gained 
with the people of Virginia while 
working with the Diocese of Virginia. 
They said that, “During our visit to 
Peshawar, we are much impressed by 
the Faith Friends, which is playing a 
vital role in bringing peace and 
harmony in the region. 

 
 

It was a wonderful and auspicious 
evening and was fully enjoyed by the 
participants and everyone departed 
with the zeal and hope of peace and 
religious acceptance among the 
people of the region. 

 
 

Christmas Worship in the burnt Church 
(Continued from Pg 1, Col.2) 

 
After the Worship Service, a Cake-cutting ceremony was held. The 
Assistant Commissioner, Mardan was also present at this occasion, and he 
jointly led the Cake-cutting ceremony along with the Bishop.  
 

The DPO also distributed cash gifts among the widows and orphans of the 
Christian community. The Diocese did put its share in the gifts for widows 
and the poor.  
 

The Congregation of Mardan was very happy, they thanked the Bishop 
and the Diocese for their continuous help and support. 

Interfaith - Christmas Party 
(Continued from Page 2, Col.2)  

 


