
During the Pre-Council Open Hearing webinar, members of Council had several questions regarding 
C-1. After consulting with the amendment’s submitter, the Rev. Dr. Bob Prichard, the Committee on 
Constitution & Canons offers the following responses from Dr. Prichard.  
  
  
1) What is the position of Virginia Theological Seminary on C-1?  
The Board of Trustees is in the process of updating the Seminary’s 2008-2013 strategic plan. Board 
members have discussed the possibility of including the founding of one or more missions in the 
updated strategic plan. A decision on the shape of that revised strategic plan is currently slated to be 
made at Trustees’ meetings in February and May.  

2) Are there historical examples of missions founded by VTS?  
Virginia Theological Seminary supported a series of mission from before the Civil War through 1952. 
The diocesan journals listed them as “Missions under the Virginia Theological Seminary.” Seven such 
missions were listed in the In 1941 Journal: Immanuel Chapel, Theological Seminary; St. John’s 
Chapel, Glencarlyn; St. John’s Chapel, West End; Christ Chapel, Groveton; St. Paul’s Chapel, Baileys 
Cross Roads; All Saint Chapel, Sharon; and St. Luke’s Chapel, Wellington Villa. The last listing was in 
1952 and included three congregations: St. John’s Chapel, Glencarlyn; Christ Chapel, Groveton; and 
All Saints Chapel, Sharon. In the early years, the professor of Pastoral Theology took responsibility 
for oversight of the missions; by the 1940s, the dean began to play a more active role in leadership. 
Students provided much of the pastoral and liturgical leadership.  

3) Can you elaborate on the Canonical history of Missions of a theological seminary? 
As far as I can tell, the arrangement was not covered by any specific canon prior to 1938. In that year 
Annual Council amended Canon XVII (of Missions) to include the following section:  

Section 5. The clerical members of the Faculty of the Theological Seminary of Virginia, 
canonically resident in this Diocese, shall constitute a Committee, to be known as the 
Seminary Mission Committee, whose duty it shall be to maintain and conduct such missions 
as are in existence on May 5, 1938, under the charge of the Faculty of the Seminary, and to 
establish and maintain such additional Missions as they may deem desirable. But no mission, 
other than those in existence on May 5, 1938, shall be established by said Committee without 
the consent of the Vestry or Parish Council of the Parish in which such Mission is proposed to 
be established. 

The Seminary Mission Committee shall, from adult members of any Mission 
maintained and conducted by it, appoint a Warden and a Mission Vestry Committee of not 
less than three or more than seven, or may authorize the same to be elected by the adult 
members of said Mission, with such duties in the administration or the temporal affairs of the 
Mission as said Committee may deem advisable.  

The mission canon was replaced by a new text in 1953 that no longer made provision for missions 
under the Virginia Theological Seminary. 

 


