
During 2012, the Vestry and I, as your rector, have held 
up the Vision Statement of St. Christopher’s as the lens which 
helps guide our actions – “To know Christ, To love Christ, 
To serve Christ in others.”   This message is a transformative 
one, built upon the biblical sending of the disciples by Jesus 
to “go into the world and preach the gospel.”  As we do this, 
our actions of preaching the gospel with our lives serve to 
transform those with whom we come into contact.  It reminds 
us that we are transformed into the living body of Christ, as we 
allow ourselves to follow the pathways to which we feel called 
by God.

During this Annual Giving season, we invite you to make 
a pledge; your intention of giving, if you will, so that we can 
create a budget for 2013.  As you prayerfully determine how 
God is calling you to share the monetary resources with which 
He has provided you, I encourage you to remember not only 
how your generosity will reach others, but how you have been, 
and will be, blessed and transformed by the experience.

I invite you to join us, with your 2013 pledge, to spread the 
Good News through action from God’s Church, the living Body 
of Christ in the world today, so that we may truly be all that we 
are with all that we have.

Father Peter Saint Christopher’s Episcopal Church
Springfield, VA

Annual Pledge 
Campaign 2013

Our pastoral ministries include:  our Chapel Prayer Team, who 
pray each Sunday in the side chapel during the administra-
tion of the Eucharist; our Pastoral Assistance Team, who keep 
our congregation connected with those who cannot join us in 
worship and fellowship each week; our Prayer Shawl minis-
try, whose members use their skills to create tangible signs of 
God’s love for those who are in need, or infants who are the 
newest members of God’s family; and our Memorial Commit-
tee, which helps families find special ways to remember our 
departed loved ones.  Baptisms, confirmations, weddings and 
funerals are also part of our pastoral mission here at St. Chris-
topher’s.  Funding for the rector, facilities and music is needed 
to enable these important ministries.
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Our weekly Coffee Hour is a pivotal ministry, evidenced by 

the number of people who stay to partake of the food and fel-
lowship.  The St. Spatula’s Guild is a group of men and women 
who coordinate larger gatherings, such as receptions and din-
ners.  The Christopher’s group volunteers to provide food to 
those who have had surgery, new babies, or are grieving a loss.  
And, last but not least, our Small Dinner Groups program gives 
us a better chance to get to know one another in a more inti-
mate setting than Coffee Hour.  Funding is required to provide 
facilities and kitchen supplies.

The Mission and Ministry of St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church happens because we give with “All that we are with all 
that we have.” - the theme for this year’s Annual Giving Cam-
paign.  As you read through this brochure, you will see how the 
money you give is spent to change lives– not just our lives, but 
also the lives of those around us.  The work of our hands and our 
hearts is crucial to our congregation, and to the neighboring com-
munity – as is your generous financial support.  This narrative 
budget describes the major elements through which we accom-
plish that work, in terms of corporate Worship, Outreach, Chris-
tian Formation, Fellowship and Pastoral Care.  Those interested 
in seeing a line item budget, one is available in the church office.  
Thank you in advance for your gift of wealth, which makes our 
work and worship at St. Christopher’s possible.

The 2012 Budget Of Gifts And Their Use

Source of Funds:
$ 376,500.00 – 96% - Your Gifts
$ 16,640.00 – 4% - Other Income
$ 393,140.00 – TOTAL INCOME

Usage of Funds:
$ 154,701.87 – 39% - Worship & Music
$ 115,096.70 – 29% - Mission/Outreach
$ 64,824.43 – 16.5% - Christian Formation
$ 30,255.59 – 8.5% - Fellowship/Hospitality
$ 28,184.41 – 7% - Pastoral Care
$ 393,063.00 – TOTAL EXPENSES



Worship & Music
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The central focus of our life and community at St. Christo-
pher’s is worship.  Sunday services include a Rite I Eucharist 
at 7:30 am and a 10:30 am Rite II Eucharist with traditional 
music.  We also have a Wednesday morning Eucharist at 9:30 
- and a once-a-month Healing Eucharist on the first Wednes-
day evening at 6:30 pm.  Advent and Christmas begin the 
church season with a special time of giving and a Chrismon 
Tree.  Holy Week services have included an Agape Supper, 
Stations of the Cross, Baptisms at the Saturday Easter Vigil 
and glorious Easter music at both Sunday services.   Our 
graduating high school seniors are recognized on the last Sun-
day of the school year, sharing with us how St. Christopher’s 
has impacted their lives.  Each of these services requires 
many hours of volunteer service as well as funding for staff, 
music, facilities, utilities, worship materials, and more.
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Some of our best “hands on” work for ourselves and those 
around us is found in our outreach programs.  Hosting a semi-
narian allows us to help in the development of new clergy and 
learn about the formation of new priests.  We provide direct 
support to Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington, and 
Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO), volunteer-
ing at their facility, donating food and clothing and toys for 
their Holiday Shop in December.  The Annual Physicals (and 
Backpacks) is an ecumenical effort to provide medical exams 
and school supplies for those children in our area who can-
not afford those things necessary to begin their school years.  
Our Pre-School provides a quality educational start for many 
children in the neighborhood. We keep tuition low enough for 
most to afford it, and provide tuition assistance when needed.  
The Board of Directors are volunteers from the congregation 
who meet monthly with the Director, Gayle Gregoire, and 
Father Peter.  Our church is a safe place for those in need of 
healing and hosts over ten 12-step group meetings each week.  
Your donations support these programs by providing salaries 
to church staff, facilities and direct support to these programs, 
and many others.

Our weekly Sunday School is for all ages – from nursery 
to adult.  We have a Children’s Chapel during a portion of the 
10:30 service each week; Jr. High and Sr. High youth groups; 
and a new fellowship group for 4th and 5th graders.  We also 
have classes for youth and adults who are exploring steps in 
their formational journeys – and who may choose to be con-
firmed, received, or reaffirm their baptismal vows.  A Wom-
en’s Discussion Group meets for prayer and Bible Study each 
Thursday morning, and another group meets to discuss books 
and share fellowship.   Our annual retreat to ShrineMont pro-
vides spiritual renewal, relaxation, learning and community.  
Joining the Vestry is an important way to engage in learning 
and growing in the love of God in Christ here at St. Chris-
topher’s.  Funding is needed to provide staffing, curriculum 
materials, classroom supplies and more.


